From Our President Karen Keeslar

The Woman'’s Club of Clayton
September 2026

Welcome Back!

I hope everyone had a wonderful and relaxing summer!
As we begin a new club year, I am excited to welcome
everyone back and especially excited to take on the role
of your Club President. I know I have much to learn, and
I am truly grateful for the opportunity to serve our club.
I also know I have some very big shoes to fill following
the fantastic leadership of Tricia Perna over the past two
years. Tricia has done an amazing job leading our club,
and I look forward to building on all that she has
accomplished.

Most importantly, I am looking forward to seeing
everyone again and getting back to the fun, fellowship,
service, and activities that make The Woman’s Club of
Clayton such a special organization.

Welcome to Our September Luncheon!

Please join us for our first luncheon meeting of the new
club year on Wednesday, September 9. Our meeting will
be hosted by the Education & Libraries CSP, and I know
they have some wonderful things planned for us.

Our monthly meetings are a great opportunity to catch
up with friends, welcome new members, learn about our
upcoming projects, and find ways to get involved.
Whether you've been an active participant for years or
are just getting started with the club, I hope you'll make
plans to join us.

My President's Special Project: "These Shoes Are
Made for Giving”

Each Club President has the opportunity to select a
special project during her term, and I am excited to
introduce mine: “These Shoes Are Made for Giving!”

This fall, we will host a 60-day shoe drive to raise money
for community needs that are not included in our club's
FY 2026-27 budget. Our goal is to raise $1,000 by
collecting gently used men’s, women’s, children’s, and baby
shoes.

The Woman’s Club of
Clayton is @ member of the
General Federation of
Women’s Clubs (GFWC),
an international women's
organization dedicated to
community improvement
by enhancing the lives of
others through volunteer
service.

But this project is about much more than shoes.

In the past, our club has been able to provide financial
assistance to local families and individuals facing
unforeseen emergencies — from losing a home in a fire to
other circumstances that suddenly leave people struggling
to meet basic needs. Unfortunately, our FY 2026-27
budget does not include funds for this type of emergency
assistance.

That's where "These Shoes Are Made for Giving” comes in.
By donating gently used shoes, you can help us turn
something you no longer need into funds that can make a
meaningful difference for someone in our community who
is facing an unexpected crisis.

So, as you clean out closets this fall, please don't throw
those shoes away! Gather your gently used shoes and help
us reach our $1,000 goal. Every pair can help us provide a
little hope when a neighbor needs it most.

Let's put our best foot forward and make a difference
one pair of shoes at a time!

A New Way to Stay Connected: MembershipWorks —
This year, we are excited to introduce MembershipWorks,
our new online membership management system.
MembershipWorks will make it easier for all of us to stay
connected and keep track of important club information.
Through MembershipWorks, members will be able to
update their own contact information, view the club
directory, access membership information, receive
important communications, RSVP for events and meetings,
and stay up to date on club activities. It will also give us a
much more efficient way to manage membership records
and communicate with everyone. We are still getting
everything set up, so please be patient as we learn the new
system together. Our goal is to make MembershipWorks a
convenient, easy-to-use resource that will help us stay
connected and make participating in the club easier than ever.
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Who Do I Contset????

Member Illness
Teresa Chicarelli

Clubhouse Rental
Carrole Dayton

Newsletter Content
Judy Ryan

Membership
Nancy Maynard

Bylaws
Angela Williams

Webmaster
Val Taylor

Clubhouse Repairs
Betsy Grannis
Dianne Carroll

Silent Partner
Maria Davis

Parliamentarian
Angela Williams

President's Address Contiruied...

Ways & Means: Mark Your Calendars!

The Ways & Means Committee has been busy planning an exciting lineup of fundraisers for
the coming year. All of the committee's recommendations were approved by the Executive
Board, and we are looking forward to another successful year of fundraising and fellowship.
Be sure to mark your calendars for these three major events:

e Murder Mystery — January 15 & 16

e Taste of Carolina — March 20

e Spring Fashion Show — April 17

These events are important fundraisers that help support the many programs and community
projects of The Woman's Club of Clayton. But they don't happen without the time, energy,
and enthusiasm of our members!

Please consider signing up to help with one — or all three — of these events. Whether you
can help with planning, preparation, decorating, ticket sales, serving, or working the event
itself, there will be a job for you. It's also a wonderful way to meet other members and have
some fun along the way.

Let's Make It a Great Year!

One of the things I love most about our club is that there is truly a place for everyone.
Whether your passion is community service, education, conservation, the arts, supporting
children and families, or simply spending time with wonderful women in our community, there
are plenty of opportunities to get involved.

I am looking forward to a year filled with friendship, service, laughter, and making a
difference together. I hope you'll share your ideas, volunteer when you can, invite a friend to
join us, and most of all, enjoy being part of The Woman's Club of Clayton.

I can't wait to see everyone on September Sth!

Dues are Duel!! 11]

Dues are Due by Movember 30th
Day members-$85 Night ‘N'Gals-$55
Members are encouraged. to pay through the Member Portal on tweenc.org
Dues can be charged. (includes processing jee) or
By check payable to The Womans Club o} Clayton and. send. to:
The Woman's Club of, Clayton
PO Box 26
Clayton, NC 27528
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MAY MEETING MINUTES  Deborah Fuller

Blessing & Devotional: Sandy Nesselrode

President’s Welcome: Trish Perna

-As we gather for our final meeting of this club year, I want to thank
each of you. Together, we have accomplished so much for our club and
community, and I am truly grateful for the opportunity to have served
as your President. Let’s enjoy this time together as we celebrate a
wonderful year and look ahead to the exciting opportunities to come.

Welcome Guests, New Members and Visitors: Nancy Maynard
-Nancy introduced new members: Sharon Humphrey, CEO; M’lea
Peak, CEO; Lori Knoll, Education & Libraries; Kelly Reitzammer,
Arts & Culture.

Business:

Minutes Approval: Trish Perna
-April minutes were approved without any questions or objections.

Budget Approval: Trish Perna
-2026-2028 Budget was approved without any questions or objections.

2026-2028 GFWC-NC Administration

Trish announced the new GFWC state president, Cindy Hewitt,
and the new presidential theme “POWER” (Partnerships, Outreach,
Women, Empowerment, Resilience).

Silent Auction Results: Trish shared that $596 was made.
Officer’s and Committees Reports

1* Vice President: Christie Latham

-Christie told members to complete the TWCC CSP form (on tables
and available on the website in member resources) if they would like to
try a new Community Service Program (CSP) and retum it to her by
May 29, 2026.

2™ Vice President: Nancy Maynard
‘Nancy recognized members with perfect attendance from September,
2025 to the current meeting. They are: Jackie Evans, Margaret
Lee, Nancy Conte, Marla Davis, Sandy Nesselrode, Susan
Mancuso, Susan Johnson, Joni Koch, Margaret DiNublia, Betty
Francies, Nancy Maynard.

Nancy recognized Angela Williams and Patty Jo Johnson, for
50 years of service. We are honored and privileged to have these two
ladies in our group. They joined Clayton Juniors in 1976, and they
transferred to the Women's Club of Clayton in 1988. Both have held
offices in the club level as well as district level. Angela was also an
officer at state level. You have made a difference in so many lives over
the past fifty years

Karen Keeslar, Diarne Carroll, & Sarah Brooks
presenting donation to Isach 117 House

CSP & Special Projects

ESO: Betsy Grannis
Betsy shared that our club ESO won “QOverall Winner for Large Club" and the
“Club Creativity" awards at the convention.

-The following members received certificates for number of books read:
o Angela Williams, third century level (three hundred books read).
o Jean Cornell reached the first century level.
o Trish Perna reached the second century level.
o Betsy Grannis reached the second century and third century level.
o Margaret DiNubila reached torch level certificate level.

* Even though our district is no more, our District Eight did won an award
for the highest contributions to the legacy fund and the highest increase
in district membership.

During the convention, the Cary club asked if we would share
information about their upcoming garden tour. There are cards on your table
providing the details should you want to attend.

Health & Wellness CSP: Marianne Sapsara
Marianne encouraged members to continue to donate food to the
Blessing Boxes during the summer and to report donations to her.

Education and Libraries CSP: Julie Ginsler

Julie shared that 200 bags were packed Monday to be shared with 1%
graders at Cooper Academy and Wilson Mills. Each bag contains, books,
pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser, markers, crayons and little stuffed reading
buddy.

Julie requested additional help to read and deliver book bags to Wilson
Mills at 9:00 am, Thursday, May 15™.
‘Margaret Lee announced that Isabella Scholar, our Sallie Southhall Cotten
Scholarship recipient, won the state-level scholarship, which provides a four-
year scholarship.

Spring Fling Brunch & Fashion Event: Sarah Brooks

-Sarah shared that a check for $6,000 was presented to Isaiah 117 House.
-Sarah reminded everyone that signed up for the special Dillard’s shopping
evrednt to please confirm with her that you will be attending this event May
22,

Installation of 2026-2028 Officers:
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President: Karen Keeslar

Recording Secretary: Kari Murray Corresponding €
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ENVI./[ENT Co Chairs: Trish Perna & Becky Seroka

Environment CSP: Growing Together, Giving Back & Going Green
We are excited to begin a new year with the Environment Community Service Program (CSP)! Becky Seroka and Trish
Perna are honored to serve as the new co-chairs, and we are looking forward to a year filled with opportunities to make
a positive difference in our community and environment.
Our Environment CSP has several exciting projects planned for the coming year. There are many ways for members to
participate, whether you have a green thumb, enjoy helping children learn, want to recycle, or simply want to lend a
hand!
Egg Carton Collection

Help us give those empty egg cartons a second life!
Members may bring clean egg cartons to any general meeting. Carrole Dayton will collect the cartons and deliver them
to Kim at the Farmers Market, where they will be redistributed to local egg producers.
It's a simple way to reduce waste while supporting our local farmers and producers. So, please don't throw those cartons
away—bring them to the club!

* House of Hope Vegetable Garden
We are pleased to continue our partnership with House of Hope by helping residents plant and care for the raised
vegetable garden beds.
Members will have opportunities to assist with planting during both the fall and spring growing seasons. This project is a
wonderful way to share our love of gardening while helping provide residents with hands-on experience growing fresh
vegetables.

® Wilson Mills Elementary Vegetable Planting Project
We are hoping to continue our vegetable planting project with Wilson Mills Elementary School this year.
Students will plant vegetable or sunflower seeds in cups that have been prepared with potting soil. Squirt bottles will be
provided so students can learn about caring for and watering their new plants. Let Trish Perna know if you would like to
assist with his project.
This hands-on project gives students the opportunity to experience the excitement of watching something grow from a
tiny seed!

Is Plantmosphere Recycling Education
Environmental education starts early!
Carrole Dayton will be contacting Plantmosphere about its homeschool program to explore opportunities for teaching
children about proper recycling practices.
We are excited about the possibility of helping young people understand why recycling matters and how small changes in
everyday habits can make a difference. Contact Carrole Dayton if you are interested in this project.
V2 Helping Seniors with Lawn Care
We are excited to partner with the Boy Scouts on a new community service opportunity to help seniors in our local
communities who may need assistance with lawn care.
Together, we will work to identify seniors who need help maintaining their yards, with mowing being the primary focus.
This partnership will allow us to connect those who need a helping hand with Scouts who are eager to serve their
community. Let Becky Seroka know if you are interested in this project.
It's a wonderful example of how organizations can work together to make a meaningful difference—one yard at a time!
& Liberty Tree Project
Our Liberty Tree project will continue this year, with plans to plant an Eastern Redbud in the fall.
The Eastern Redbud was selected as our Liberty Tree, and Susan Mancuso will investigate the possibility of purchasing
the tree through a resale nursery.
We will also explore whether the Town of Clayton or the Clayton Police Department can assist with digging the planting
hole. If needed, Trish Perna's husband has volunteered to help with the planting.
The wording for the commemorative plaque will be determined at a later date.
V£ Get Involved!
We hope you'll join us as we work together to make a difference through gardening, recycling, environmental education,
and community partnerships.
Whether you can collect egg cartons, help plant vegetables, work with students, assist with a garden project, or simply
share an idea, the Environment CSP is here!
We are looking forward to a wonderful year of growing, giving back, and going green together.
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Letters of Gratitude

TAK

Thank You Notes T 8 S
Over the summer we received thank you notes from the followmg
Friends of the Library for Contributions in memory of Jerry Carroll and for Supporting Community
Enrichment.
Isaiah117 House for "your time, energy, and love by raising funds through the fashion show" House
of Hope for "continued support through meal drop-offs, attending our Gala, or making donations."

Able to Serve for gift of $1200. "Because of your generosity, participants are learning how to cook a
meal, manage money, learn new things, create lasting friendships, and give back to others."
Boys & Girls Homes of NC for gift of $350. "With your assistance, we are providing an environment
that promotes health, healing, and hope."

Boys & Girls Club of Johnston for gift of $250 - 50th Annual Selma Railroad Days 5K Sponsor. "Your
generosity ensures families can count on a safe, affordable place for their children after school and
throughout the summer."

GFWC-NC for gift of $120.66 to the GFWC-NC Quarters Fund. "Your support helped GFWC of NC earn
recognition in the Woman's Suffrage National Monument Foundation Freedom Giving Aide."
Family of Jean Byrd Lee. "Thank you so much for your cards and prayers throughout the years that
mom (Jean Byrd Lee) was sick. She thoroughly enjoyed receiving the cards and always spoke fondly
of the club and the wonderful women in it"

Art Festival

I’'m happy to announce my new role as Chair of the Arts Festival Committee!

I have to admit, I’'m a little nervous about following in the footsteps of Susan Johnson, who has done such a
wonderful job leading the committee for many years. Susan, thank you for all your hard work, dedication,
and leadership—and thank you in advance for your continued support!

We have a great existing committee, and | sincerely hope our current members will stay involved. At the
same time, we’ll need to grow our team as we take on this year’s Arts Festival.

Some Exciting Changes!

GFWC-NC has made changes to the competition categories and has added elementary school grades to the
competition. This means we may have even more talented young artists and creators participating this year!
We want to be sure we are prepared to accommodate all of the students and give them the encouragement
and support they deserve.

Join Us!

If you are currently serving on the Arts Festival Committee or are interested in joining us, please come to
our first meeting:

Thursday, September 17

10:00 a.m.

The Clubhouse

Whether you have been involved for years or are completely new to the Arts Festival, we would love to have
you join us!

Thanks in advance for your support. I’m looking forward to working with all of you and making this year’s
Arts Festival a success!

— Debi Beal

Arts Festival Committee Chair
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International Day of Service

Supporting Harbor House’s Sahari Center
As part of the GFWC uternational Day of Service, The Woman’s Club of Clayton (TWCC) is joining
clubs across the country in supporting organizations that serve victims of domestic and sexual
abuse.

This year, TWCC is collecting much-needed supplies for Harbor House’s Sahari Center, a forensic
center that provides specialized services to individuals who have experienced sexnal assault.
The Sahari Center provides a safe, private, and trauma-informed setting where specially trained
professionals can conduct forensic examinations following an assault. These examinations can
document injuries and collect evidence that may be important to an investigation, while also
connecting patients with advocacy, medical care, and other resonrces. The center’'s work helps
ensure that victims are treated with dignity, compassion, and respect during an extremely ditticult
time.

How You Can Help
The Sahari Center needs everyday supplies as well as clothing and undergarments that can be
provided to patients after they complete a forensic examination. TWCC members and friends are
invited to donate any of the Tollowing:

- Toilet tissue
- Paper towels
- Paper plates
- Plastic flatware
- Trash bags - 13- and 30-gallon sizes
- Cleaning products - Lysol, Pine-Sol, toilet bowl cleaner, etc.

« Laundry detergent
- New sweatsuits - all sizes
« New undergarments - all sizes
When & Where to Donate
Bring your donatiouns to the Clubhouse:

Weduesday, September 9 - Bring items to the Club Lunch Meeting
Tuesday, September 22 - 1:00-3:00 p.m.
We Also Need Helping Hands?
Can you spare an hour to help Harbor House?
We are looking for 5-10 volunteers at 10:00 am. on Saturday, September 26, to help move some
lightweight items from a room inside Harbor House to its on-site storage shelter.
No heavy lifting is expected-just a willingness to lend a hand and help us get these donated
supplies organized and where they are needed.
1 you can help on September 26, please let ns knowt
Every donation and every helping hand makes a difference. Together, TWCC can help the Sahari
Center provide a welcoming and supportive environment for survivors and remind those who have
experienced tranma that their commanity cares about them and their well-being.
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Required Minimum Distributions (RMD)
a gift that lives on

Create a Lasting Legacy with Your Required Minimum Distribution

As members of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, we are united by a shared commitment to community
service, education, and philanthropy. If you are age 70%z or older, you may be able to support our club’s mission in
a tax-smart way by making a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly from your Individual Retirement
Account (IRA).

If you must take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), a QCD lets you direct all or part of that amount to a
qualified charitable organization instead of receiving the funds yourself. When handled properly, the gift counts
toward your annual RMD and is generally excluded from your taxable income.

For many retirees, a QCD is an effective way to give because it may:

- Satisfy all or part of your annual RMD.

- Reduce your taxable income.

- Help reduce taxes on Social Security benefits and Medicare premium surcharges.

- Make an immediate, lasting difference for organizations you value.

Supporting Our Club’s Mission
Your QCD can strengthen the programs and projects that make our club such an important part of the community.
Your gift may support:
Educational scholarships
Community improvement projects
Arts and cultural programs
Literacy initiatives
Civic engagement and leadership development
- Other charitable outreach aligned with the GFWC mission
Every gift, no matter the size, helps our club continue its tradition of “Living the Volunteer Spirit.” Recently, 2
TWCC members generously made QCD donations to the Scholarship Fund and Brick Project.

How to Make a Qualified Charitable Distribution
Making a QCD is straightforward:
1. Contact your IRA custodian and request a Qualified Charitable Distribution.

2. Ask the custodian to send the funds directly to The Woman’s Club of Clayton, a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization. You may request the IRA trustee/custodian to specify how your donation must be used (e.g.,
Scholarship Fund, Christmas Kids, General Fund).

3. Complete the transfer by December 31 for it to count toward your current year’s RMD.

4. Consult your financial advisor or tax professional to make sure the gift fits your financial and tax planning goals.

A Gift That Keeps Giving
For many of us, volunteer service has been one of life’s greatest rewards. A Qualified Charitable Distribution
offers another meaningful way to continue that service. By directing part of your Required Minimum Distribution
to our charitable and educational work, you help ensure that future generations benefit from the programs,
scholarships, and community projects that define our club.
Your generosity today creates opportunity for someone tomorrow.
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